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Intelligent security

High-profile arrests of Tunda and Bhatkal tell the story of how India‘s security apparatus is getting
better at border control and intelligence operations. There is a lot more to be done
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ON AUGUST 29, Indisn security
teams scored & major victory in their
fight against perrorism when they cap-
tured Yasin Bhatkal, one of Use lead-
s o the Inclizn Mugabideen, s forn-
dabde terrorist group that derives its
Inspiration from across the border,
specifically the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Pakistan's cver-mischisvons Tnter-
Services Intelligence. Although we
don’t hawe all the facts. it is fogica] 1o
speculale that Bhatkals nnbbing wag
i tshinph of coordinatkon berween
Indian and Mepalese agencics, and
between B&AW, il 1B and the NLA.
1t sugurs well for the future fgh
apainst perrorists, both Toretgn and
homegrown. The relationslilp s
bioumd to have its wps and dows, Dt
that:shonld inno way be allowed to
ohucure thegbjeative of strengthening
national security, Nothinz shoald be
clodiz either by the media or those in
autharity to dilute this hurmomy,
Responsible for complicity in nus
mesens tertomst aftacks including the
tripde goarthoise: bombangs in Uiar
Proghesh in A007, the 20608 simultaise-
s bombings i Jipur as well ag an-
ather e of dnltaneous bombings
the same year in Bengaluru and the
German Bakery bombing in Ponein
2010, the IV has stnack terror across
mamyof Indiz’s major citics, kifling him-
dreds of innocent civilins. A goond)-
nated effort by Indhin"ssecurity anthor-
i lexd b emginesr-nitnedaeriori
Bhatkals arrest p the border betwoen
Inchin s Mepal, Despiee coomang infor
mmuch criticrim ewves theyvears, the coun-
s security appuratusTichly disenves
the Acooducles il s now receiving for e
rule fnihe i,
mgqmnj!:]srﬂnomgmnlaﬁmsand
hnch'.l.!u.pmng,. thert & catise for com-
cern atdephancedvizlines Acording
T Femrt bl ook tisled fro e A
Jadident! Arafrbont Pialleies [ Spricgsr
2014y aahe puithors of this articke, ar-
FEsis u:lf]_l'-.d operatiees arg almost al-
winpsfolkmvea few oionths lder bead-
dlismmel fermrrntineks. TS Formys wre
ubrmsL e argetaci nE el ariess,

smisch asmaskat places, and aften imolve
mnltiphs deviees amdlocations usulby
—Dwil 1 wlwiss — nthe same city.
With the demoralising effoct of
Bhatkal'sarecsten ilsgadre, 1M keaders
suich ax Al Reza Khnn and Abdul
Subbuity Charal wheare said bobe sl
atlarge in Pakpstan, may decide fo e
tailige Their operaimetwitl fresh anthcks
ool T et chiri e mesd three o
foer st Hesed an their hisworical
modus operand), the ativs most ai rsk
are those in UP. (such s Viranos and
Lachonoow), newel s Dl Hengmiurs,
Murmtriiand Saipur Chonnal, incident-
froe for several yestis: 5 noreasinghy
becomming atheatre for the. demons-
teatioried militene feekmgs, as evidenced
T processde some hMusiim organksa-
s ek g Bt Septomber chise to
the 115 eonsilsigon the anenal Anns
SivindTTis Wik 10 prodest agninst an

(e

American movie that had allegedly
demigrated Islum. Chennad Police will
remiain mndoos. o this seore, Un-
dnursied by Bhatkal's arrest elements ol
the IM may be expested fobounce
hinck, The official coumleralfense re-
tftairess a strongand widespiead intelli-
gerie presence and police stition-level
lerrnes that winld sharpen the pm!n:-
thes o erewweded ploces in these cities.
This would pose a formidatale chal-
Ienge, evenwith professionpliy traned
intelligence staff, somcthimg India docs
not uniformiy peassss, Moseover, the
ook pesiins ot that 1i s vitad 1o keop
irack ol public oomminicaticnsisnsd
Ty e 10l [l uabiig claims of responsi
billiey for past sttacks and allemipts to
embarriss Endin by chmstening ditacks
before the 2010 - Commoamyealth
Grarnes ) Iewill, therefore, be ctithel to
miomitor any public statemenls pul out

by the TM R the next few weeks, Thesr
e iy b one of bravads, Buln s
bavcked by soume sobid vel destroctive

able. bist that diés nod mean there are
nigrothers, Cng iy ol beathe (o prove
adizect 151 hand in all this, which iswiy

asmevernents oy Uhes feld-that-cwn— s essential iohemie individunbowhoe-

fanrdy e ignored:
ﬁni:wmﬂrelﬂcrmrel]lpemnmqr
el inelude more datails of ol the
T3] facilitates the travel ol IM opera-
tives, enpblimg them 1o receive train-
ing in Pakietani camps, including
thise rup by the LeT The precise na-
ture of the relationship between the
IM; LeT S, and Thawioaod Thrahim's
B-Company ismurky, thooghthe ey
idence of complicity of thess enlilics
im 1errorkst attocks wathin bl as
overwhidmng, Bhatkal, as g leader
af the 1M, s undoubtedly well in-
Formed. Previous arrests have vielded
valid Pakistani passporis ssacd o [
OpeTUties. Thcf::mhatBhamﬁ]wa&
able 1o p’aﬂ!{.ﬂcnmﬂy ol cnly i
the Pemsion Gullgnd Prkistan, boi
ndie the LIS impliesthat he reserved
nhunskant support disrng the Tast 10

ANIDST THE congratulations
and backsiapping, there is
cause for concern and
enhanced vigilance. Arrests
of IM operatives are aimost
always followed by
additional terror atiacks.

years. Finding out who facilitniesl
such truvel, und how, will be critical in
reduting IM operations in the fnlure.
Thisis 'A'h}' Bhatkal's :inln:rmga.l‘il:m
by the NEA in the nest Tew days as-
FITIEE Sreal Hnporiance.

[Ine recommcndationin the-book
is that Indie build a comprehensne
travel inforrhation system that fricks
any el bedh within arid euiside
Tndin that wses pubhc iransgor
(planes, Irms; ses, ahigss). dnd that
schizvel g ligeice naustnot be lm-
e (e Evedin alove Burspan; atthc very
lesust, b of thee Deficldle East amd Alkia:
Mlosrerver, added intellsgtnee tp how
thee I g Tineermcd could beenother po-
pentialineelfpence himanm: Ttscritical
tiyhive defailed informition onwhe &
nances [ Bperations and whae helps#t
mave money from ane souree to.an-
other. The herwaka route ishighty prob:

prm-u:[r: thier coaradisit.

In pest weeks, T high-profile
arrests on the porous India-Nepal
Doader — thils dne, sold of Le T homb-
maker Tandn— tell the stary of how
Indian security isgetting betterat both
Dardercontrod and intelligence opera-
tions. AL the same time, we showkl be
conscings that the Thiis Ekely o adapt
itself adroithy to the incresed smar-
ngssof [nlinn agencies. Andwith sup-
porl fream B4 sponsors, there & litle
chitabd that new weak poinis along the
bordey will b ideatified so as o facili-
tate the teavef of IM operalives. India
needs o extend the defnglaoen ol ils bor-
der, perhapes by szasting Barpladagi,
Mepal and Sri Laska eo implemient bet-
ter border controds so that Pakistani
passporis s 1o 18 c.Jgﬁqtl.'Jl!i'-'\éE
e quickly kbentfied there, providinga
pecond ling of defence. Rach support
will also assist these nations i hetber
counter-terror opemtions within their
ooy il hotimdanas

This summer's miclligence s
custes deseng Durwinmes ongralila-
ticares, bt there 53 108 more 1o do
While R&AW and the TH hove their
jobascut ot for them, e NLA interro-
pati ot will have ko be micoe apgressive
el fiocused if they are 10 be produc-
tive. The NIA is slowly acquiring on
Glan that is hearbwarming, dispelling
earlier mesgivings ahout its cCopacity.
This setting implics abo o gre aterwill-
ngness o be fransparent t dealing
with-foreign intellizence apparsiuses,
especially the US's Federal Bureau-ol
Irmvestigaison, The roported differences
ofepinicn over the Danad Headley issuc
ity hive 10 be papercd over. and a
Freslistart st oullabomtionwith the FR
givenachanoe ioancerd

Mamnes isa couurlerferron em

i paolicy resesreler af the Dlnbasing
of Mardand. where Subralumarnitan i
profesr o compritersolence,
Raghiavan iy o fermer diverse

of the CBE Roud ix divee row of e
Soctery for Stuay of Peace and
Conflict Theyare co-thars ol the
fertheoming ook, Tndian
Mugahideen: 2Analesis and Policies”



